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January 22, 2025, 3:00-4:00 p.m.



AGENDA
• Welcome, agenda & connector

• Early Intervention update

• Preliminary findings and December meeting 
ideas

• New themes and ideas

• Public comment

• Next steps



Community Agreements

Stay engaged Speak your truth in a safe 
space

Take space, make space Allow time for 
interpretation

Experience discomfort- 
and name it – while being 

open to new ideas

Show empathy and 
respect

Expect and accept lack of 
closure

Come prepared to actively 
participate in meetings

Avoid the use of acronyms 
and describe so everyone 

understands

Be flexible Assume Positive Intent



Introductions

•Name
•Food you absolutely 
won’t eat

Example: 
Erin Arango-Escalante, celery



Connecting the Dots Across 
Workgroups and TAC





Workgroup Engagement

Workgroup Members
• https://bit.ly/4fzjRAh 

Members of the Public
• https://bit.ly/3UGGnzk 

https://bit.ly/4fzjRAh
https://bit.ly/3UGGnzk


Using Padlet



Themes and Findings



Three Family-Focused Themes

10

A C C E S S I B L E  A N D  A F F O R DA B L E  S E R V I C E S

C O M M U N I C AT I O N  A N D  C O O R D I N AT I O N  F O R  C O H E S I V E  
S U P P O R T

C O N S I S T E N T  A N D  C U LT U R A L LY  R E S P O N S I V E  R E L AT I O N S H I P S

Families’ experiences accessing high quality child care, home visiting, early 
intervention and preschool services across the state vary and many communities 
face barriers to accessible and affordable services.

“Costs are so high! Private providers and CBOs 
are struggling, and parents who don't qualify for 
subsidies or HS can't afford to pay.” – Parent in 
Cook County/Chicago 

“Continue community collaborations. It is not a 
single person's responsibility, it's a group effort to 
help serve our kids. It is bigger than one person.”- 
Meeting convener form

“I really value the caring staff in early childhood services. 
They make it easy for my child to learn and feel safe. The 
clear communication and helpful resources have been 
great. I hope these positive experiences stay the same for 
all families.” 
– Parent in Cook County

Families are more likely to receive the services that will support a child’s healthy 
development when strong relationships exist between multiple providers, state and local 
agencies, and intermediary organizations.

Some families experience supportive and culturally diverse environments while others 
expressed a desire for more inclusive and culturally competent services and 
relationships.







Barriers for Families & Providers

• Need for understanding and navigating the complex system

• Need for better coordination between programs and local collaboration

• Transportation

• Bilingual doulas

• Lack of bilingual child care options (especially for infant care)

• Teacher and therapist shortage

• Lack of intentional language use in many settings (focus on home language)

• Misinformation about bilingual children’s development



Ideas from Families & Providers

• Require consistent/common communication, resources and collaboration in preferred language (e.g., navigating system)

• Beef up communication – home language, mechanisms, technology; include comms campaign on importance of home 
language use

• Provide a navigator for families with a trusted local organization – single point of entry

• Cross-reference ideas with Birth to 5 initiative and AOK network

• Provide car seats to address transportation issues

• Consider funding for bilingual doulas

• Explore additional funding for CC programs who accept multilingual children

• Explore pay increases for bilingual staff



Theme



Theme



Theme



• What resonates with you?

• What’s missing from your perspective?

• What is a short-term solution you/your organization is doing to address 

these issues?

• What theme are you interested in knowing more about or what 

questions do you have?



Public Comment 19






	Supporting Multilingual  Learners Workgroup
	Agenda
	Community Agreements
	Introductions��
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Workgroup Engagement
	Using Padlet
	Themes and Findings
	Three Family-Focused Themes
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Barriers for Families & Providers
	Ideas from Families & Providers
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21

