
SUPPORTING 
CHILDREN WITH 
SPECIAL NEEDS 
WORKGROUP

January 21, 2025, 5:00-6:00 p.m.



AGENDA
• Welcome, agenda & connector

• Early Intervention update

• Preliminary findings and December meeting 
ideas

• New themes and ideas

• Public comment

• Next steps



Community Agreements



Introductions

•Name
•Food you absolutely 
won’t eat

Example: 
Erin Arango-Escalante, celery



Connecting the Dots Across 
Workgroups and TAC





Workgroup Engagement

Workgroup Members
• https://bit.ly/4epcNp6

Members of the Public
• https://bit.ly/4htrqdH 

https://bit.ly/4epcNp6
https://bit.ly/4htrqdH


Using Padlet



Themes and Findings



Three Family-Focused Themes

10

A C C E S S I B L E  A N D  A F F O R DA B L E  S E R V I C E S

C O M M U N I C AT I O N  A N D  C O O R D I N AT I O N  F O R  C O H E S I V E  
S U P P O R T

C O N S I S T E N T  A N D  C U LT U R A L LY  R E S P O N S I V E  R E L AT I O N S H I P S

Families’ experiences accessing high quality child care, home visiting, early 
intervention and preschool services across the state vary and many communities 
face barriers to accessible and affordable services.

“Costs are so high! Private providers and CBOs 
are struggling, and parents who don't qualify for 
subsidies or HS can't afford to pay.” – Parent in 
Cook County/Chicago 

“Continue community collaborations. It is not a 
single person's responsibility, it's a group effort to 
help serve our kids. It is bigger than one person.”- 
Meeting convener form

“I really value the caring staff in early childhood services. 
They make it easy for my child to learn and feel safe. The 
clear communication and helpful resources have been 
great. I hope these positive experiences stay the same for 
all families.” 
– Parent in Cook County

Families are more likely to receive the services that will support a child’s healthy 
development when strong relationships exist between multiple providers, state and local 
agencies, and intermediary organizations.

Some families experience supportive and culturally diverse environments while others 
expressed a desire for more inclusive and culturally competent services and 
relationships.







Barriers for Families

• Navigating system and legal rights

• Lack of familiarity with Early Intervention by physicians

• Lack of familiarity with programs in early childhood system by those who 

work in system (e.g., Child Find)

• Communication gap between child care program and therapists

• Enrolling in schools

• Transportation



Ideas from Families

• Require communication between programs

• Require consistent/common communication, resources and collaboration in 

preferred language (e.g., navigating system)

• Provide local opportunities for Department staff to share information

• Streamline eligibility and enrollment in programs

• Provide a navigator for families

• Provide additional funding for programs who care for a child with a disability



Theme



Theme



Theme



Theme



Theme



Theme



• What resonates with you?

• What’s missing from your perspective?

• What is a short-term solution you/your organization is doing to address 

these issues?

• What theme are you interested in knowing more about or what 

questions do you have?



Public Comment 22
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