
SUPPORTING 
CHILDREN WITH 
SPECIAL NEEDS 
WORKGROUP

Meeting 8
February 25, 2025, 3-4 pm
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Agenda
• Welcome, Connector & Announcements

• Past Work – Reports & EI Cost Model

• Present Work – Family Insights

• Future Opportunity – Birth-3 Proposal

• Public comment

• Next steps
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Community Agreements

Stay engaged Speak your truth in a 
safe environment

Take space, make 
space

Allow time for 
interpretation

Experience 
discomfort- and 

name it

Show empathy Expect and accept 
lack of closure

Come prepared to 
actively participate 

in meetings

Avoid the use of 
acronyms

Ble flexible
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Introductions

•Name

•Favorite movie

Example: 
Erin Arango-Escalante, 

Goonies



Workgroup Engagement

Workgroup Members
• https://bit.ly/4epcNp6

Members of the Public
• https://bit.ly/4htrqdH

https://bit.ly/4epcNp6
https://bit.ly/4htrqdH
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Announcements



Dreams for Children with Special Needs and Their Families



Illinois strives to be the best 
state in the nation to raise a 
family. To do this, we must 
make early childhood 
education and care 
services simpler, better, 
and fairer for families with 
young children.
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Setting the 
Stage

Past Present Future
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Setting the 
Stage

Past Present Future



System or Policy 
Concern from 

Families

How Families View the Concern Potential Ideas for Discussion

Complex system 
for young children 
and families that is 
difficult to navigate

• Families are frustrated and the 
child may not get referred and/or 
receive services

• Co-design online, accessible portal 
that includes all early care and 
education programs and services and 
clear process for parents to navigate

• Fund local navigators to support 
parents in finding the appropriate 
services and navigating the process

Lack of consistent 
and accessible 
communication for 
families and 
practitioners

• Families are often unable to find 
and/or access information due to 
multiple locations for information, 
inconsistent language, use of 
acronyms, and/or translation in 
home language

• Families found that some 
practitioners (e.g., pediatricians) 
are not aware of programs, 
services, and supports to young 
children and families

• Co-design online, accessible portal 
that includes all early care and 
education programs and services and 
clear process for parents to navigate

• Fund local navigators to support 
parents in finding the appropriate 
services and navigating the process

11Family Perspectives

Emerging 
Family 

Insights

DRAFT- FOR DISCUSSION 

Past Present Future
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System or Policy 
Concern from 

Families

How Families View the Concern Potential Ideas for Discussion

Long waiting lists for 
families

• Families that know about Early 
Intervention may not receive 
services because of the long waiting 
lists

• Identify additional funding to 
address disparities in access

Lack of professional 
development 
(training and technical 
assistance) available 
to all early care and 
education programs 
that supports the 
diverse needs of all 
children and families

• Families believe there is a lack of 
knowledge about referrals and 
supporting children with 
disabilities, particularly those who 
need more intense behavior 
supports or medical care

• Families identified the need for 
flexibility in service delivery that 
ensures continuity of care while 
working towards IFSP goals

• Families believe alignment and 
coordination between Early 
Intervention, Home Visiting, health 
care system, and child care are 
needed to support the child and 
family 

• Prepare field for “no wrong door” 
policy for screening and referrals

• Explore cross-sector professional 
development, including pre and in-
service requirements, for those 
working with children and families

DRAFT- FOR DISCUSSION 

Emerging 
Family 

Insights

Family Perspectives

Past Present Future
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System or Policy 
Concern from 

Families

How Families View the Concern Potential Ideas for Discussion

Delayed 
background 
check process

• Families are concerned that 
therapists may not be able to provide 
services in natural environment (e.g., 
child care)

• Explore options for streamlined 
background check process

Potential 
financial strain of 
early care and 
education 
programs and 
services

• Families are struggling to pay for 
services and child care (if services are 
privately paid for by family)

• Families struggle to navigate 
insurance approvals

• Explore automatic child care 
subsidy eligibility and potential 
for increase in CCAP 
reimbursement rates for 
children who are receiving Early 
Intervention services

DRAFT- FOR DISCUSSION 

Emerging 
Family 

Insights

Family Perspectives

Past Present Future
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Looking at All 
Opportunities

Past Present Future



• What resonates with you?

• What’s missing from your perspective?

• What theme are you interested in knowing more about?

• What questions do you have?



Public Comment
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