
Illinois Early Learning Council
Ad Hoc Committee on Federal 
Resources and Programs

February 26, 2026



Agenda
1. Welcome

2. State Budget Update

3. IDEC Legislative Update
o Julie Gilling, Director of  Policy, IDEC

4. Federal Government Updates
o Child Care Funding Freeze

o Lesley Schwartz, Director, IDHS Division of  Early Childhood

o Federal Fiscal Year 2026 Budget

5. Public Comment

6. Next Steps

Please put your 
name and 

organization in the 
chat



The Governor’s 
Proposed FY27 budget 
includes nearly $4.5B in 
Early Childhood 
investments



Updates on the Budget Process

Budget Process

Oct-Jan

State develops Budget Request

February

On the third Wednesday in February the 
Governor delivers the State of the State 

and Budget Address (Feb 18, 2026)

Feb-May

Illinois General Assembly holds 
Appropriation Committee Hearings

May

General Assembly Passes Appropriation 
Bill  before the end of legislative session

June

Governor acts on the Appropriation Bill

July

New Fiscal Year starts July 1



SB2984 (Sen Collins) /HB5204 
(Rep Mason)

• Makes IDEC the Co-Chair and 
the agency responsible to 
staff the Early Learning 
Council and explicitly adds 
parents/caregivers of children 
5 and under 
to the Council.  Additionally, 
amends the Early Childhood 
Access Consortium for Equity 
Act. Provides that IDEC 
shall appoint specified 
members to the advisory 
committee.

SB3641 (Sen 
Morrison)/HB5099 (Rep 

Mason)

• Clarifies in statute, that IDEC 
is the lead agency responsible 
to administer child 
care background checks.

SB3907 (Sen 
Morrison)/HB5373 (Rep 

Mason)

• Makes changes in three 
major areas: 
child care background checks, 
exemptions and general 
clean-up.

IDEC Legislative Bills Updates

*Preparing to call the bills for a vote in Committee



Legislative Process Overview

Introduce in Committee in 1st 
Chamber (e.g., Senate)

Floor Debate and Vote in 1st 
Chamber

Introduce in Committee in 2nd 
Chamber (e.g., House)

Floor Debate and Vote in 2nd 
Chamber

If amended in 2nd chamber, needs to 
be voted on again in 1st chamber

Passes both Chambers and signed by 
Governor into Law

A bill becomes a law when it passes both houses of the General Assembly with a majority vote in 
each house and is signed by the governor. This process can take time with committee debates, 
hearings, and amendments.



Federal Child Care Funding Freeze

• On 1/6, the Trump Administration 

announced their decision to freeze $10 billion in federal 

funds for five Democratic-led states, 

temporarily halting  IL's ability to draw down 

more than $1 billion in social service funding for 

Illinois, including funds that support IL's CCAP program.

• On 1/9 , the U.S. District Court for Southern District of 

New York issued a temporary restraining order.

• On 1/23, the temporary restraining order was extended 

by 14 days.

• On 2/6, a preliminary injunction was granted to stop the 

freeze of CCAP funds 

• As of today, providers and families should continue 

to operate as usual.

https://illinoisattorneygeneral.gov/News-Room/Current-News/26cv172%201.9%20Order%20Granting%20TRO.pdf?language_id=1
https://capitolnewsillinois.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/prelim-injunction.pdf


Federal 
Govt. Budget
February 3, 2026: The House 
of  Representatives voted, 217–
214, to approve spending bills, 
including funding for child care 
and early learning as part of  
Labor–Health and Human 
Services. This ends the partial 
government shutdown, and the 
package was signed by President 
Trump later that day.

Topic Area Program
FY25 

Funding 
Levels

FY26 
Funding 
Levels

Change in 
Funding 

from FY25 
to FY26

Early Childhood 
Education 

(Funded by HHS)

Child Care & 
Development Block Grant 

(CCDBG)

$8.7 
billion

$8.8 
billion

+$85 
million

Head Start
$12.3 
billion

$12.4 
billion

+$85 
million

Preschool Development 
Grant Birth through Five 

(PDG B-5)

$315 
million

$315 
million

+$0

Other USED 
Programs

IDEA Part B
$420 

million
$420 

million
+$0

IDEA Part C
$540 

million
$540 

million
+$0

Child Care Access Means 
Parents in School 

(CCAMPIS)

$75 
million

$75 
million

+$0



Public Comment



Next Steps

• Our next meeting will be held March. 26th from 11-12pm

• In the meantime, if  there are any topics that you want to learn more about 
or hear, please fill out this survey

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=nwgia7qOPEaE9TFxIQ-QBYD-MMVxwkZKqLyFSkTs1AhUMVJFSFBYRkVRUE4zTFI2MjJNNjlINTdKUC4u
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