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Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) Funding Design Workgroup 
Workgroup Member Name Role/Org 

Aaron M. Ortiz Representative, Illinois General Assembly 
Alicia Lynch-Deatherage State Representative, Illinois State Board of Education 
Anastasios (Taso) Michalopulos Early Intervention, Right Start  

Pediatric Therapies Inc. 
Anita Andrews-Hutchinson Provider, It Takes a Village 
April Janney Provider/Intermediary, Illinois Action for Children 
Lesley Schwartz State Representative, Illinois Department of Human Services 
Bryan Stokes III Philanthropy, McCormick Foundation 
Candace Moore City Representative, City of Chicago 
Chris Parr Community Partner, City of Moline Community & Economic 

Development Department 
Christy Filby  (Former Member) Afterschool, Illinois State Alliances of YMCAs 
Christina De La Rosa Provider, Erie Neighborhood House 
Delreen Schmidt-Lenz Early Intervention and Infant Early Childhood Mental Health 

Consultant, Illinois MIECHV 
Edie Washington-Gurley State Representative, Illinois Department of Children and 

Family Services 
Elizabeth Martel (Former 
Member) 

Provider, Family Child Care 

Emma Watters Reardon State Representative, Illinois Department of Healthcare and 
Family Services 

Erika Mendez Advocate, Latino Policy Forum 
Grace Araya Provider, Concordia Place 
Irish Parks  Parent 
Jill Andrews Provider, Kiddie Kollege 
Jodi Scott Intermediary, ROE #33  
Julie Morrison Senator, Illinois General Assembly 
Kesha Harris* Parent 
Lee Eklund Provider, Malones Early Learning Center 
Macqueline King City Representative, Chicago Public Schools 
Marcy Mendenhall* Provider/Intermediary, SAL Community Services 
Mary Beth Canty Representative, Illinois General Assembly 
Matt Seaton State Representative, Illinois State Board of Education 
Meg Loughran Cappell Senator, Illinois General Assembly 
Minerva Garcia Sanchez School District, DeKalb District 428 
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Priscilla Bahena  Parent 
Rachel Latham Afterschool, YMCA of Rock River Valley 
Robin Steans* Advocate, Advance Illinois  
Shameka Simon Parent 
Shontee Blankenship State Representative, Illinois Department of Children and 

Family Services 
Tiffany Taylor Provider, Family Child Care 
Tom Layman Advocate, Center for Early Learning Funding Equity 
*= Member of the Transition Advisory Committee 
 


